CHAPTER XXXV *

SOCIAL  CUSTOMS OF THE
HIGH CASTES IN MAHARASHTRA

THE present stage in our History is, at* it seems to mo, a
suitable one in which to examine for a moment the customs
and observances of the people whose story I am relating.
The English reader will greatly err, if he thinks that they
in any way resemble those of western Europe. The
Hindu's life is bound up in an intricate ceremonial (|im<?
foreign to the experience of Englishmen. Indeed in his
mode of life, in his demeanour, in his mental outlook,
when unaffected by contact with Europeans, the Hindu
far more resembles the Hellene or Roman of classical
times than the westerner of to-day. Nor is this extra-
ordinary. Hinduism is the eldest of three great sister
Aryan civilisations. The younger sisters were Hellenism
and Mazdaism. In the first century before Christ
Hellenism was mistress of the Mediterranean and the
Euxine and from Marseilles to Trobizond, the populations
worshipped the gods of Attica. In Iran flourished still
the worship of the great Ahura Mazda, whoso ears had
once heard the prayers of Cyrus the king, the Acliaomeman,
In India Hinduism had roignod supremo for at least ten
centuries. But if we pass over six hundred years, what
do we find? Hellenism lias vanished completely. She
has given place to Christianity, an offshoot of Judaism.
If we pass over yet another six hundred years, we find
that a second offshoot of Judaism, Islam, has swept away
Mazdaism. But the onslaughts of both these Semitic

*ThiB chapter fe largely based on chapter 1U, vol. XVIIJ, M> 112 to IDA,
Campbell's Gazetteer.
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